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Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus.  2 But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.” 
3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and 

loses one of them.  Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost 

sheep until he finds it?  5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and 

goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I 

have found my lost sheep.’  7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 

heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not 

need to repent. 
8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one.  Doesn’t she light a lamp, 

sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it?  9 And when she finds it, she calls 

her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 

coin.’  10 In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God 

over one sinner who repents.” 

 

 

At 8:45 in the morning on September 11, 2001 a hijacked passenger jet, American 

Airlines Flight 11, flew into the north tower of the World Trade Center.  Eighteen minutes later 

United Airlines flight 175 flew into the south tower and exploded and at 10:05 am and 10:28 am 

the towers came crashing to the ground.  Over the next few days, thousands of people scurried up 

and down, forward and backward over the mountainous piles of rubble and debris moving giant 

twisted pieces of metal and enormous slabs of concrete.  Why?  Because they were searching.  

Billions of dollars worth of property: buildings, automobiles, office supplies, and more had been 

lost that day, but that’s not what they were searching for.  The only thing they were looking for, 

the only thing they had any interest in finding was people—people who were helplessly lost in 

the midst of all of the destruction.   

Our Gospel lesson this morning shows us a picture of our God and reminds us that He is 

on a continuous search and rescue mission.  He isn’t looking for people trapped under the 

smoking ruins of collapsed buildings.  He’s looking for people who are lost the ruins of their 

own lives, people who are trapped in a life of sin that will lead to their destruction. 

As Jesus went throughout Israel teaching about the kingdom of God, those were the 

people He was looking for, the ones who needed to be rescued from their own wickedness and 

sin.  He spent time with the less savory people of society so that He could share the gospel 

message of forgiveness with them.  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law scoffed at Him.  

They didn’t understand why Jesus would be spending so much time talking to and even eating 

with such awful sinful people. 

So Jesus told them a parable.  He sets up a hypothetical situation, suppose one of you is 

a shepherd who has a hundred sheep and he loses one of them.  Wouldn’t he leave the other 

ninety-nine and go searching after the lost sheep until he finds it?  When he does, he 
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joyfully puts that lost sheep on his shoulders and carries it home.  And then he calls his 

friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep. In 

the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

The theological lesson He was teaching them is a lesson on the character of God.  Our 

God is an active God who wants all people to be saved regardless of how lost they are.  In the 

same way that a shepherd would go looking after one lost sheep how much more should we 

expect that God would go searching for the lost people of Israel or the lost people of the world to 

bring them to repentance and into the safety of His fold?  And when someone does repent of 

their sins and find forgiveness in Jesus, God doesn’t accept them half-heartedly or begrudgingly, 

He rejoices!  And He wants us to rejoice with Him! 

Then Jesus told another parable, He said, suppose a woman has ten silver coins and 

loses one.  Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house and carefully search until she finds it?  

And then when she finds it calls her friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with 

me; I have found my lost coin.’  In the same way, there is rejoicing in the presence of the 

angels over one sinner who repents. 

It’s pretty similar to the first one, but I suppose if we had to find a difference, there’s a 

little more emphasis in this second parable on the diligence of the search and I think it’s 

something that we can relate to.  I wear a ring that was a parting gift to me from members at the 

church I served at in Canada.  I lost it last week and I looked everywhere trying to find it.  I 

checked my night stand and behind my dressers, I looked by sink and in the living room, under 

the couch and in the pockets of clothing I’d worn earlier that week, I even did some searching 

here in my office at church.  I finally found it Tuesday night sitting on my coffee table under a 

book.  I snatched it up with a big smile on my face, put it back on my finger, and then texted 

some people who knew I’d been looking for it.  You can probably think of your own situation 

where you lost something and did everything you could to find it.  A wallet, or car keys, maybe 

even a kid, whatever it was, you can probably remember the diligence you spent looking for it 

and the joy you felt when you finally found it. 

How much more will God diligently seek out those who are lost, taking the initiative to 

recover what is His; and how much more will He rejoice when they are found, when they repent 

of their sins and find forgiveness in Jesus His Son?  And the more people you talk to and get to 

hear the story of how God found them, you start to get a picture of just how diligent God is in 

that search. 

It’s important for us to learn these things about God’s character and understand that He is 

a God who loves the lost and eagerly seeks them out.  It’s important, first of all, because that is 

what He’s done for us.  That was the case for a young man named John Newton who lived in the 

1700’s.  John was a sinner; he had devoted his life to sin.  He deserted from the British Navy and 

took on the life of a sailor.  He surrounded himself with debauchery and wickedness, even 

purchased his own ship so that he could make a living in the slave trade.  John was as lost as lost 

could be but God did not stop seeking him out.  In the middle of a particularly bad storm when 

John was twenty-three years old facing death in the face He remembered the God of love that 

His mother had taught him about as a child and he prayed for God’s forgiveness.   

When he finally made it home, John began studying the Bible and learning more and 

more about God’s character.  He became a pastor and evangelist and a force behind the 

movement for the abolition of slavery.  At fifty-four, as John looked back over the 

transformation God had wrought in His life and marveled at how God would seek out a sinner as 
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lost and wretched as him, he got out his pen and wrote the words that are so familiar to us today: 

Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—that saved a wretch like me!  I once was lost but now 

am found, was blind but now I see.  When we start to understanding our God’s character, and 

deepen our appreciation and knowledge of the immense love that He demonstrated by seeking us 

out and bringing us to faith in salvation through His Son, it leads us to sing out with songs of 

thanks and praise to Him. 

It leads us to something else as well.  When I see the characteristic grace of my God and 

His relentless love for the lost I start to learn about my own character, my own identity, my 

purpose in life.  When I see God as a loving God like I do in this parable of the lost sheep or the 

lost coin and when I see the evidence of that love in my own life, it forces me to evaluate myself.  

If God is a seeking, caring God, who rejoices when the lost are found, then as I conform my life 

to be more and more like Him and to be a new creation in Christ, I will need to be a seeking, 

caring person, who rejoices in finding the lost. 

When I evaluate myself I find what’s probably true for many of us: that while I know 

those truths I struggle to put them into practice in my life.  Do lost, sinful people get the 

impression from me that God really cares about and seeks them?  Do they get the impression that 

I really care about them and seek them?  We’ve been in situations where we care far more about 

our “reputation as Christians” and what other people will think about us if we associate with 

sinful people than we care about the outcome that our association could bring into our lives.   

There’s an article in the latest Forward in Christ magazine that talks about a man named 

Michael who was a part of that search and rescue team after 9-11.  He goes to church now at our 

congregation in Queens, and he’s there every week except for the Sundays where he can’t 

breathe.  You see, like so many of those other search and rescue workers Michael inhaled so 

much toxic smoke and dust at The Pile at Ground Zero that his lungs are all but destroyed.  Mike 

wasn’t thinking about the effect that the searching was going to have on him.  He was thinking 

about the effect it would have on someone they might find. 

If we’re going to share the message of God’s forgiveness with people, then that’s the kind 

of attitude we’ll need to clothe ourselves with, isn’t it?  As Christians, just like our Savior God, 

we are not here to be served but to serve.  We’re here to seek and to save the lost.  To do that, we 

need to be involved in their lives; we need to view their lives as something of incredible value, 

something lost that’s worth putting everything else on the line in order to find.  That isn’t an 

attitude that comes to us naturally, it comes through the sanctifying work of Holy Spirit in our 

hearts through the Word.  So as we study the Word together here and as we study it at home, we 

pray that God would increase our faith, drawing us ever closer to Him, making us ever more like 

Him, conforming us to will and to act like He wills and acts, so that we can participate with Him 

and offer ourselves as His instruments to love and care and search for the lost, and so that we can 

join with Him in rejoicing when, through Jesus, the lost are found.   

Amen. 

 


